
244 Washington Street SW • Suite 300 • Atlanta, GA 30334 

404-656-5171 • www.georgiacourts.gov 

Judicial Council of Georgia 

Administrative Office of the Courts 

 

 
Chief Justice Hugh P. Thompson                                  Marla S. Moore 

                      Chair                                                                                                                                              Director 

2012 Superior Court Workload Assessment 

November 5, 2013 

 

The purpose of the following tables is to provide Judicial Council members, chief judges, and 

court administrators with an understanding of the judicial resources needed to operate Georgia’s 

superior courts. The five included tables are created annually to show the workload, caseload, 

population, and judicial resources for Georgia’s forty-nine judicial circuits. 

 

The report presents five tables organized by circuit in alphabetical order. All data are 

standardized by the number of superior court judges in the circuit; therefore, the tables allow for 

comparisons among judicial circuits. This analysis is the same employed for circuits requesting 

studies for additional judgeships. 

 

Table 1 summarizes the workload assessment by presenting the actual number of superior court 

judges compared to the judge workload value in each circuit. The judge workload value 

represents the number of judges needed to process 2012 filings based on Judicial Council 

methodology. Please note that in 2012 the Judicial Council approved the addition of felony 

accountability court and death penalty habeas corpus cases to the workload assessment 

methodology. The judge workload values reflect those additions. Table 1 also shows the total 

caseload per judge – criminal and civil – with corresponding circuit rank and five-year percent 

change. 

 

Table 2 shows the number of criminal defendants per judge with values for felony, misdemeanor, 

probation revocations, and unified appeals defendants. The total number of criminal defendants 

is given followed by the circuit rank and five-year percent change. Accountability court 

participants are provided and included as felony defendants for rank and percent change 

calculations. Table 3 shows the number of general civil and domestic relations cases per judge 

along with the total civil filings, circuit rank, and five-year percent change. 

 

Table 4 shows the 2010 population and the projected 2015 population for each circuit with 

ranking. Table 5 lists the number of counties and limited jurisdiction court judges for each 

circuit. 

 

For more information about the workload analysis methodology and procedure, please contact 

the Administrative Office of the Courts. We hope you will find that the information enhances 

your knowledge of Georgia’s superior courts, and we are grateful for your questions and 

comments to improve its usefulness. 



Table 1

2012 Workload Analysis and Total Cases per Judge

with Rank and Five-Year Percentage Change

Circuit

Superior Court 

Judges

Total 

Cases Rank

% Change 

2008 - 2012

Alapaha 2 2.16 2,153 20 -17.0%
Alcovy 5 4.95 2,071 24 -46.8%
Appalachian 3 2.63 1,946 26 -9.4%
Atlanta 20 17.77 1,688 37 -3.3%
Atlantic 4 4.07 1,741 33 2.3%
Augusta 8 10.75 1,730 34 -13.6%
Bell-Forsyth 2 3.42 1,667 39 -26.6%
Blue Ridge 3 2.65 1,721 35 -24.5%
Brunswick 5
Chattahoochee 6 8.16 2,160 19 1.1%
Cherokee 4 4.73 2,558 6 -7.4%
Clayton 4 4.49 2,594 5 15.9%
Cobb 10 11.14 1,967 25 -3.2%
Conasauga 4 3.49 1,349 47 -39.4%
Cordele 3 2.19 1,409 46 -73.2%
Coweta 6 8.35 2,503 8 -24.4%
Dougherty 3 2.37 1,701 36 -17.3%
Douglas 3 3.28 2,701 4 -2.4%
Dublin 3 2.32 1,647 40 -12.3%
Eastern 6 5.04 1,628 41 28.3%
Enotah 3 2.48 1,670 38 -12.4%
Flint 3 3.11 2,294 12 -14.5%
Griffin 4 4.94 2,290 13 -5.6%
Gwinnett 10 11.57 2,220 17 7.4%
Houston 3 3.38 2,249 15 -24.3%
Lookout Mountain 4
Macon 5 3.99 1,805 32 -18.3%
Middle 2 3.18 2,802 2 38.8%
Mountain 2 2.29 1,860 31 -26.0%
Northeastern 4 4.06 1,862 30 -18.8%
Northern 3 3.88 2,524 7 -4.4%
Ocmulgee 5 4.67 1,895 29 -19.4%
Oconee 2 2.35 2,288 14 -5.1%
Ogeechee* 3 3.38 2,101 22 -0.2%
Pataula 2 1.73 1,942 27 -14.7%
Paulding 3 2.81 2,495 9 -19.6%
Piedmont 3 4.74 2,112 21 -41.2%
Rockdale 2 1.54 1,522 43 -6.5%
Rome* 4 8.76 3,316 1 17.3%
South Georgia 2 2.33 2,083 23 10.4%
Southern 5 6.14 2,359 10 8.9%
Southwestern 3 2.37 1,458 44 1.3%
Stone Mountain 10 11.38 2,759 3 28.2%
Tallapoosa 2 2.11 1,934 28 -34.6%
Tifton 2 1.53 1,597 42 -21.2%
Toombs 2 1.24 1,455 45 -26.3%
Towaliga 2 2.12 2,214 18 -9.6%
Waycross 3 4.13 2,346 11 3.1%
Western 3 4.16 2,241 16 -7.8%

Statewide 205 214.37 2,056 -10.4%

*Data reporting inaccuracies may be present.

Judge

Workload Value

Circuit not included due to incomplete data.

Circuit not included due to incomplete data.
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Table 2

2012 Criminal Defendants per Judge

with Rank and Five-Year Percentage Change

Circuit

Serious 

Felony Felony Misdemeanor 

Probation 

Revocations

Unified 

Appeals

Total Criminal 

Defendants Rank

% Change 

2008 - 2012

Felony 

Accountability 

Court Participants1

Alapaha 55 364 429 259 0 1,051 8 -9.8% 0
Alcovy 38 310 268 424 0 1,002 10 -26.1% 0
Appalachian 16 291 391 187 0 868 13 2.4% 72
Atlanta 35 517 0 232 0 750 22 -3.9% 254
Atlantic 43 360 23 91 0 475 43 8.6% 19
Augusta 136 260 105 165 0 530 38 11.0% 46
Bell-Forsyth 151 664 97 225 0 986 11 36.1% 53
Blue Ridge 29 310 93 262 0 665 26 -9.3% 30
Brunswick
Chattahoochee 72 373 95 61 1 529 39 9.8% 203
Cherokee 67 378 416 412 0 1,206 4 42.5% 0
Clayton 48 634 68 325 0 1,027 9 28.0% 21
Cobb 75 547 11 58 0 615 31 -35.1% 72
Conasauga 70 146 293 116 0 555 37 -14.1% 25
Cordele 65 157 229 187 0 573 35 -64.7% 0
Coweta 59 550 79 124 0 753 21 -32.5% 69
Dougherty 13 447 24 344 1 816 17 -10.0% 15
Douglas 18 573 17 752 0 1,343 2 85.3% 0
Dublin 30 224 159 189 0 573 34 3.5% 32
Eastern 53 366 22 237 0 624 29 38.7% 54
Enotah 20 229 233 206 1 669 25 -16.1% 27
Flint 28 348 25 247 0 621 30 -26.7% 16
Griffin 70 315 49 202 0 567 36 -1.4% 0
Gwinnett 45 417 36 362 0 815 18 33.9% 51
Houston 72 351 25 47 0 423 46 -40.1% 0
Lookout Mountain
Macon 16 272 104 218 1 595 33 -2.1% 66
Middle 125 499 58 159 0 716 23 51.5% 0
Mountain 46 308 80 208 2 597 32 -30.9% 31
Northeastern 40 395 90 424 0 909 12 -5.4% 127
Northern 65 611 423 49 0 1,082 7 14.3% 0
Ocmulgee 25 326 296 206 1 829 16 -18.5% 58
Oconee 52 369 330 140 1 839 14 5.5% 0
Ogeechee* 50 300 23 189 0 512 41 -11.0% 0
Pataula 42 209 231 245 0 684 24 -8.4% 7
Paulding 49 201 447 136 0 783 20 -0.3% 0
Piedmont 114 289 316 590 0 1,129 6 -16.5% 41
Rockdale 33 259 3 244 0 505 42 3.5% 0
Rome* 70 1,177 554 524 9 2,265 1 69.0% 0
South Georgia 165 976 86 115 0 1,176 5 -7.0% 0
Southern 22 232 48 193 0 473 44 50.0% 0
Southwestern 39 231 114 177 0 522 40 -1.5% 0
Stone Mountain 0 849 230 194 1 1,273 3 48.9% 64
Tallapoosa 38 322 243 63 0 627 28 -44.3% 8
Tifton 35 228 27 137 0 392 47 11.1% 0
Toombs 17 238 118 98 0 454 45 -10.6% 0
Towaliga 34 314 233 116 0 662 27 15.5% 13
Waycross 46 478 61 250 0 790 19 -5.6% 144
Western 132 261 139 438 0 838 15 -5.1% 27

Statewide Average 54 393 158 230 0 780 2.4% 35

*Data reporting inaccuracies may be present.
1 Total participants, not per judge

Circuit not included due to incomplete data.

Circuit not included due to incomplete data.
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Table 3

2012 Civil Dockets per Judge

with Rank and Five-Year Percentage Change

Circuit General Civil

Domestic 

Relations

Total Civil 

Dockets Rank

% Change 

2008 - 2012

Alapaha 385 663 1,047 30 -23.5%
Alcovy 421 609 1,031 33 -58.6%
Appalachian 532 529 1,061 29 -17.3%
Atlanta 345 558 903 43 -2.9%
Atlantic 391 833 1,224 23 -0.2%
Augusta 228 836 1,064 28 -24.1%
Bell-Forsyth 259 651 910 42 -46.9%
Blue Ridge 282 745 1,028 34 -32.2%
Brunswick
Chattahoochee 550 1,009 1,560 8 -1.9%
Cherokee 400 886 1,285 18 -31.2%
Clayton 227 1,292 1,519 10 8.7%
Cobb 312 966 1,278 19 31.6%
Conasauga 329 396 725 47 -51.6%
Cordele 289 482 771 46 -78.9%
Coweta 475 1,216 1,691 3 -19.7%
Dougherty 190 681 872 45 -23.3%
Douglas 433 906 1,340 17 -34.1%
Dublin 351 693 1,044 31 -19.5%
Eastern 291 660 950 40 21.8%
Enotah 518 463 981 39 -9.6%
Flint 438 1,208 1,646 7 -8.5%
Griffin 465 1,188 1,654 6 -7.1%
Gwinnett 318 1,043 1,361 16 -4.5%
Houston 328 1,427 1,754 2 -18.3%
Lookout Mountain
Macon 245 950 1,195 26 -24.7%
Middle 294 1,668 1,962 1 33.9%
Mountain 505 713 1,218 24 -23.2%
Northeastern 271 643 914 41 -29.2%
Northern 506 870 1,377 15 -15.9%
Ocmulgee 475 567 1,042 32 -20.1%
Oconee 425 972 1,397 14 -10.8%
Ogeechee* 520 1,020 1,539 9 4.5%
Pataula 286 930 1,216 25 -18.1%
Paulding 880 783 1,663 4 -26.7%
Piedmont 360 624 984 36 -56.0%
Rockdale 184 800 984 37 -11.2%
Rome* 221 761 982 38 -32.1%
South Georgia 434 813 1,247 22 19.9%
Southern 517 1,145 1,662 5 -7.9%
Southwestern 329 568 897 44 3.2%
Stone Mountain 318 1,168 1,486 13 14.5%
Tallapoosa 640 630 1,269 21 -28.0%
Tifton 373 798 1,171 27 -28.7%
Toombs 364 621 985 35 -32.0%
Towaliga 667 851 1,518 11 -17.8%
Waycross 465 1,046 1,511 12 8.7%
Western 456 814 1,270 20 -9.7%
Statewide Average 393 845 1,238 -16.2%

*Data reporting inaccuracies may be present.

Circuit not included due to incomplete data.

Circuit not included due to incomplete data.
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Table 4

2010 U.S. Census and 2015 Projected Population Per Judge with Rank
1,2

Circuit 2010 Population Rank

2015 Projected 

Population Rank

Alapaha 30,875 41 33,204 39
Alcovy 36,745 35 41,065 31
Appalachian 27,135 44 28,534 43
Atlanta 46,029 18 50,745 16
Atlantic 39,751 30 43,699 26
Augusta 43,490 23 46,711 21
Bell-Forsyth 87,756 1 70,616 6
Blue Ridge 71,449 3 80,318 2
Brunswick 38,708 33 41,712 28
Chattahoochee 42,948 25 38,843 33
Cherokee 38,836 32 42,351 27
Clayton 64,856 7 68,852 7
Cobb 68,808 5 74,365 4
Conasauga 35,557 36 37,677 35
Cordele 21,749 49 22,805 49
Coweta 56,452 8 61,621 8
Dougherty 31,522 40 32,672 40
Douglas 44,134 20 49,075 17
Dublin 24,774 46 25,497 46
Eastern 44,188 19 47,504 19
Enotah 29,646 43 32,179 41
Flint 67,974 6 79,255 3
Griffin 53,916 9 56,720 9
Gwinnett 80,532 2 91,334 1
Houston 46,633 16 51,509 15
Lookout Mountain 43,837 22 45,757 23
Macon 39,174 31 40,876 32
Middle 49,468 12 51,585 14
Mountain 42,746 26 44,863 24
Northeastern 50,504 10 56,489 10
Northern 36,827 34 37,882 34
Ocmulgee 32,472 39 33,886 38
Oconee 39,957 29 27,842 44
Ogeechee 48,467 14 53,165 13
Pataula 24,296 47 24,223 48
Paulding 47,441 15 55,434 11
Piedmont 49,416 13 41,431 30
Rockdale 42,608 27 46,543 22
Rome 24,079 48 24,787 47
South Georgia 43,248 24 44,514 25
Southern 43,946 21 47,211 20
Southwestern 29,908 42 31,097 42
Stone Mountain 69,189 4 72,893 5
Tallapoosa 35,128 37 36,782 36
Tifton 40,133 28 41,557 29
Toombs 25,549 45 25,908 45
Towaliga 34,198 38 36,651 37
Waycross 46,368 17 49,006 18
Western 49,841 11 53,704 12
Statewide Average 44,148 53,510
1 Projection by Georgia Office of Planning and Budget.
2 2015 per judge calculation uses projected 2014 judgeships.
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Table 5

Number of Counties and Limited Jurisdiction Judges

Circuit

Number of 

Counties

State Court 

Judges

Juvenile Court 

Judges

Magistrate Court 

Judges

Alapaha 5 0 2 5 9
Alcovy 2 0 3 3 3
Appalachian 3 0 2 3 7
Atlanta 1 10 9 0 30
Atlantic 6 6 4 0 15
Augusta 3 5 4 2 14
Bell-Forsyth 1 2 2 0 3
Blue Ridge 1 3 2 0 7
Brunswick 5 4 4 1 15
Chattahoochee 6 2 3 5 9
Cherokee 2 0 3 2 10
Clayton 1 5 3 0 6
Cobb 1 11 4 0 15
Conasauga 2 0 2 2 7
Cordele 4 0 1 4 10
Coweta 5 4 3 2 14
Dougherty 1 1 2 0 2
Douglas 1 2 3 0 4
Dublin 4 1 3 3 6
Eastern 1 3 3 0 4
Enotah 4 0 1 4 9
Flint 1 4 3 0 7
Griffin 4 2 2 3 13
Gwinnett 1 6 5 0 21
Houston 1 1 3 0 4
Lookout Mountain 4 2 4 2 12
Macon 3 1 3 2 7
Middle 5 5 1 0 14
Mountain 3 2 1 1 7
Northeastern 2 3 3 1 6
Northern 5 1 4 4 12
Ocmulgee 8 1 1 6 27
Oconee 6 0 2 6 10
Ogeechee 4 4 0 0 7
Pataula 7 2 2 5 14
Paulding 1 0 2 1 3
Piedmont 3 1 1 2 7
Rockdale 1 1 1 0 3
Rome 1 0 2 1 3
South Georgia 5 3 2 2 9
Southern 5 4 5 1 9
Southwestern 6 1 1 7 15
Stone Mountain 1 7 7 0 18
Tallapoosa 2 0 3 2 6
Tifton 4 3 1 1 8
Toombs 6 0 1 6 11
Towaliga 3 0 1 4 8
Waycross 6 5 3 1 15
Western 2 2 2 1 4

Statewide Totals 159 120 129 95 479

Probate Court 

Judges Hearing 

Traffic Cases
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